
Dear Future GREA Member, 
 
I would like to introduce and welcome you to your professional union, Grand Rapids 
Education Association. We are here to support you and your colleagues and stand 
up for PUBLIC EDUCATION in Grand Rapids. 
 
GREA is composed of the professional education staff of Grand Rapids Public 
Schools. In addition to classroom teachers, we represent nurses, therapists, 
psychologists, school social workers, counselors, teacher consultants, art, music and 
physical education teachers. 
 
As a new staff, be on the look out for your Association Representative, or building 
rep who can answer any of your questions, conducts GREA meeting on the fourth 
Monday and supports you with issues you are having in your building. This is also 
the person who can help you with your contractual rights and, if the need arises, 
represent you when you need to approach your administrator. 
 
The benefits of membership are many and varied.  Much of this information can be 
found within this portal of our website. The negotiated calendar and new contract 
are probably two of the most frequently used documents. Please make sure you 
review the contract and play close attention to the article titled “Working 
Conditions”.  Other sections that might be of interest are the “Leaves of Absence”, 
“Employee Protections” and Compensation and Benefits”.  
 
The website also allows for a direct email link to individuals at our office. See the 
Contact Us and use the drop down box to create an email. 
 
Additional ways to stay connected are through out GREA phone app for iPhone and 
Android models.  
We also have a Facebook page -
https://www.facebook.com/GrandRapidsEducationAssociation/ 
 
As members of GREA, you are part of the much larger Michigan Education 
Association and National Education Association. NEA is the largest union in the 
world with 3,000,000 members nation wide.  Both of these organizations provide 
many benefits that are available nowhere else: free professional development, 
tr ainings, deep discounts of homeowners and auto insurance, car loans and more. 
Spend some time looking at the websites to get more information. 
 
Welcome to Grand Rapids Education Association.  Our services are available to all 
members in good standing.  I will continue to support and work with you to 
promote you and our profession. 
 
Mary Bouwense 
GREA President 


